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MUST BOOKS 


June 4 
Walpole, Hugh KATHERINE CHRISTIAN Doubleday, Doran 


Rogue Herries launched the major praject of Walpole’s life, - a projected 
eight volume chronicle of a family, which during 400 years, presented a microcosm of 
English life, a panorama of English history. The first four volumes dealt with the 
18th century; the fifth, The Fright Pavilion, swung back to the 16th century, and this 
one follows on, picking up the threads of Nicholas Herries’ life, and carrying through 
to his death, and to the conviction of his dullish son, Robert, of being a 17th century 
isolationist, eager to escape involvement with either King or Parliament. Katherine 
Christian, who gives the book its title, was daughter of a necromancer, who dabbled in 
court intrigue - and was caught. Katherine was beldwed by several of the Herries men, 
but kept herself remote and free, beautiful and loved by many - until marriage caught 
her in a web that did not fit her. Then there was Lucy, with her unhappy love affair 
and worse marriage. And Peter, who loved Katherine ~- but loved his country, his God, 
and his Cromwell too, while the rest of the family stood behind the King. The story 
leaves many loose threads; some of the sense of Walpole discussing - on the side — his 
plans for the project might have been ironed out had he lived. But as his last work 
it is sure of an audience among the large followers of the Walpole and Herries' banner. 

$2.50 
A DARK HORSE 


May 24 
Hawkins, John & Ward PILEBUCK Dutton 


. First rate melodrama, this, with all the ingredients and timeliness as well. 
The setting - a huge shipyard - "somewhere in the Northwest"; sabotage is going on con- 
tinually and the F.B.I. knows some of the principals involved, but needs to know the 
whole integrated schedule from inside. One of their operators is put in as a pilebuck, 
and takes terrific punishment from the professionals. Throughout you get the panorama 
of the yards, the pace of the work, the pride of the workmen in their share in the war. 
Good industrial background - with some off the record talk about union rackets, etc. 
Grand adventure, and -— in an original way, the introduction of a romantic note. Men 
will love it - it's good escape but with a contemporary theme. In times when most spy 
stories have a background of underground Europe, this is news. $2.50 


For Special Mention 


A mew C.S. Forester, THE SHIP, (Little Prown) which is somewhat limited in appeal; Gra- 
ham Greene's MINISTRY OF FEAR (Viking) which is not, and potentially more popular than 
his recent books; and, very late, Alexander Woollcott's AS YOU WERE (Viking). 
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Rogue Herries launched the major praject of Walpole’s life, - a projected 
eight volume chronicle of a family, which during 400 years, presented a microcosm of 
English life, a panorama of English history. The first four volumes dealt with the 
18th century; the fifth, The Fright Pavilion, swung back to the 16th century, and this 
one follows on, picking up the threads of Nicholas Herries’ life, and carrying through 
to his death, and to the conviction of his dullish son, Robert, of being a 17th century 
isolationist, eager to escape involvement with either King or Parliament. Katherine 
Christian, who gives the book its title, was daughter of a necromancer, who dabbled in 
court intrigue - and was caught. Katherine was beldwed by several of the Herries men, 
but kept herself remote and free, beautiful and loved by many - until marriage caught 
her in a web that did not fit her. Then there was Lucy, with her unhappy love affair 
and worse marriage. And Peter, who loved Katherine ~- but loved his country, his God, 
and his Cromwell too, while the rest of the family stood behind the King. The story 
leaves many loose threads; some of the sense of Walpole discussing - on the side — his 
plans for the project might have been ironed out had he lived. But as his last work 
it is sure of an audience among the large followers of the Walpole and Herries' banner. 

$2.50 
A DARK HORSE 


May 24 
Hawkins, John & Ward PILEBUCK Dutton 


. First rate melodrama, this, with all the ingredients and timeliness as well. 
The setting - a huge shipyard - "somewhere in the Northwest"; sabotage is going on con- 
tinually and the F.B.I. knows some of the principals involved, but needs to know the 
whole integrated schedule from inside. One of their operators is put in as a pilebuck, 
and takes terrific punishment from the professionals. Throughout you get the panorama 
of the yards, the pace of the work, the pride of the workmen in their share in the war. 
Good industrial background - with some off the record talk about union rackets, etc. 
Grand adventure, and -— in an original way, the introduction of a romantic note. Men 
will love it - it's good escape but with a contemporary theme. In times when most spy 
stories have a background of underground Europe, this is news. $2.50 


For Special Mention 


A mew C.S. Forester, THE SHIP, (Little Prown) which is somewhat limited in appeal; Gra- 
ham Greene's MINISTRY OF FEAR (Viking) which is not, and potentially more popular than 
his recent books; and, very late, Alexander Woollcott's AS YOU WERE (Viking). 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


April 19 


Wadelton, Tommy ARMY BRAT Coward McCann 


Far from the enfant terrible of My Mother Is A Violent Woman, etc., this 
is a deliberately ingenuous, poignant, and sometimes sentimental story of the childhood 
of an army child, Little Jim Tucker. There are the four people he loves and who make 
up his restricted world; Mama, who dies when a new baby is born; Big Jim, who never 
quite got over her loss; Missy Choosey, the little girl next door and his only play- 
mate whom he grows up to marry; and Sui Jen, the Chinese houseman, who serves Big and 
Little Jim with vigilant, self-effacing devotion and whose wisdom helps to make a man 
of him. Vignette ~ almost no more - and appealing. Illustrated by George Maas. $1.75 


April 22 


Slade, Caroline LILLY CRACKELL Vanguard 


As a social document this is tops. As a human interest story, it did not 
quite pack the punch of The Triumph of Willy Pond (for me at least). Technically, it 
is a better book than Job's House — but there is no part of it that hits emotionally 
some of the high spots of that. However, as an overall picture of social agencies at 
work — of passing the buck - it is revealing and disillusioning. Lilly Crackell is 
an “unmarried mother", professionally. She has babies - from the age of fourteen on - 
chiefly because she loves babies. She is not a "bad girl" in the ordinary sense; she 
is neither a prostitute nor an amateur operator. She has been brought up as well as 
her kindly, but no — good, father, her once ambitious but almost defeated mother, can 
do in a one-room shack, with a dirt floor, and promises - through the years ~— of im- 
provements to come. The Crackells are "on the town" and are a symbol to the social 
agencies. So even personal interest and warm-hearted intervention cannot save Lilly 
from becoming a town problem every onee in so often. There are some soft, human bits; 
but there are too many committee meetings and long-winded dissertations on routine at- 
titudes; the facts speak for themselves ~— but one misses the relief'such a story needs. 
Well done, but difficult to sell. $3.00 


May 3 
Chambers, Whitman INVASION! Dutton 


Novel, partly, in a might-happen-here version of a Japanese invasion of the 
West Coast. Fight talk, largely, as Chambers uses this to show up all the dissenting 
forces in ‘America, the still prevalent discord between labor and capital, the still 
prominent isolationists and appeasers. And he shows how all this makes Japan's attack 
feasible, with complete confusion among an already divided and conquered people. A 
few, hiding together in a Los Angeles sewer, do the talking and provide the action; 
Happy MeGonigle, hobo commando; Johnny, unsatisfactorily married, who falls in love 
with Gail; Clyde, whom Gail leaves for Johnny. The group makes for the hills outside 
the city just as America gets her chance with the arrival of parachutists to the res- 
cue. Propaganda, terse, tough, rather than a novel per se, $2.50 


a 
Morris, Edita MY DARLING FROM THE LIONS Little, Brown 


An evocative, fastidiously expressive first novel of two young sisters and 
their individual responses to the life they make and their search for fulfillment. A - 
gallery of aimless eccentrics are the background for Jezza and Anna and their develsp- 
ment from observant but unrecognizing children to maturity gained through experie*ce. 
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Jezza and Anna spend their childhood in Berg, with their grandmother, Uncle Rolf, as- 
sorted relatives and servants, in a combined youthful front against adult restriction 
and authority. Isolation and frustration affect the whole household save grandmother 
and Uncle Rolf - each of whom provides guideposts for the youngsters. Jezza leaves to 
become a newspaperwoman, finds two loves are quite unreal, that she herself is lacking, 
but in Lapland, through the help of a critical, loving, young doctor she wakes to the 
need for unselfishness and warm interest in all human beings. Anna, steadfastly loyal 
to Berg, sees the house grow threadbare, the caprices of the remaining aunts become 
more accentuated, until she realizes her love for Rolf. Jezza's return and Anna's ap- 
proaching marriage mark the coming of a new order for their home. An interesting, in- 
telligent, if slightly precious book. $2.50 


May 5 


iv 


Kelland, Clarence Budington ARCHIBALD THE GREAT Harper 


Another of Kelland's custom-tailored jobs, this time about Wilson who wanted 
to be an onlooker but who found spectators are forced into action in spite of them- 
selves. Turned down by the services, as secretary to Cloyd - a Napoleon expert and 
counterpart - he wetnurses his charge through the making of a moving picture, gets in- 
volved with a tire racketeer, and falls in love with a girl rancher. All meet again 
in the desert where Wilson is blasted out of his inertia by a puppy's mistreatment aiid 
danger to Cloyd and his girl, and he proves himself a hero several times over. Cloyd 


too shows some good stuff and both head for matrimony. Diverting enough. $2.50 Pail 
May ll 
Forester, C.S. THE SHIP Little, Brown 


Forester is at his best in his battle action passages - and this whole book 
ts battle action. There are passages -— specifically, for instance, the X-turret sheil 
hit, and the flooding which saved the rest of the ship and came close to drowning a 
man in the shaft tunnel - which have the pace and vividness and drama, controlled and 
muted, of the best of his writing. But, as a whole, one feels that this pattern, in 
which a brief span of action is analyzed through the photographing of minute detail of 
action and emotion and personnel, has been done many times before. Compared with The 
Voice of the Trumpet by Robert Henriques, this lacks the subtler undertones of the men's 
emotional reactions to events. Compared with Lightship - East of Farewell - and others 
of that genre, this seems almost too British in its restraint, But - after the book is 
laid aside, the pieces fit into place, and one feels one has been permitted an inti- 
mate closeup of every fragment that fits into the whole, - that whole a perfectly in- 
tegrated and complete fighting machine. $2.50 


May 27 
Baldwin, Faith YOU CAN'T ESCAPE Farrar & Rinehart 


Linda, too nice for her own good, has a hard time recuperating from Rix, 
childhood friend and fiance, who jilts her for her best friend. A job in New York, Tony-— 
whe gets involved with the wrong girl for him, further run-ins with Rix who is playing 
the ficld, all give Linda lots of further upsets until she finds herself well over Rix 
anc ready for Tony. Neat. $2Z.00 
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Walpole, Hugh KATHERINE CHRISTIAN Doubleday, Doran 


Rogue Herries launched the major project of Walpole'’s life, - a projected 
eight volume chronicle of a family, which during 400 years, presented a microcosm of 
English life, a panorama of English history. The first four volumes dealt with the 
18th century; the fifth, The Pright Pavilion, swung back to the 16th century, and this 
one follows on, picking up the threads of Nicholas Herries' life, and carrying through 
to his death, and to the conviction of his dullish son, Robert, of being a 17th century 
isolationist, eager to escape involvement with either King or Parliament. Katherine 
Christian, who gives the book its title, was daughter of a necromancer, who dabbled in 
court intrigue ~- and was caught. Katherine was beloved by several of the Herries men, 
but kept herse)f remote and free, beautiful and loved by many - until marriage caught 
her in a web that did not fit her. Then there was Lucy, with her unhappy love affair 
and worse marriage. And Peter, who loved Katherine -— but loved his country, his God, 
and his Cromwell too, while the rest of the family stood behind the King. The story 
leaves many loose threads; some of the sense of Walpole discussing - on the side — his 
plans for the project might have been ironed out had he lived. But as his last work 
it is sure of an audience among the large followers of the Walpole and Herries’ banner. 

$2. 50 


A DARK HORSE 
May 24 
Hawkins, John & Ward PILEBUCK Dutton 


* First rate melodrama, this, with all the ingredients and timeliness as well. 
The setting - a huge shipyard - "somewhere in the Northwest"; sabotage is going on con- 
tinually and the F.B.I. knows some of the principals involved, but needs to know the 
whole integrated schedule from inside. One of their operators is put in as a pilebuck, 
and takes terrific punishment from the professionals. Throughout you get the panorama 
of the yards, the pace of the work, the pride of the workmen in their share in the war. 
Good industrial background - with some off the record talk about union rackets, etc. 
Grand adventure, and - in an original way, the introduction of a romantic note. Men 
will love it - it's good escape but with a contemporary theme. In times when most spy 
stories have a background of underground Europe, this is news. $2.50 


For Special Mention 


A new C.S. Forester, THE SHIP, (Little Brown) which is somewhat limited in appeal; Gra- 
ham Greene's MINISTRY OF FEAR (Viking) which is not, and potentially more popular than 
his recent books; and, very late, Alexander Woollcott's AS YOU WERE (Viking). 
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Wadelton, Tommy : ARMY BRAT Coward McCann 






Far from the enfant terrible of My Mother Is A Violent Woman, etc., this 
is a deliberately ingenuous, poignant, and sometimes sentimental story of the childhood 
of an army child, Little Jim Tucker. There are the four people he loves and who make 
up his restricted world; Mama, who dies when a new baby is born; Big Jim, who never 
quite got over her loss; Missy Choosey, the little girl next door and his only play- 
mate whom he grows up to marry; and Sui Jen, the Chinese houseman, who serves Big and 
Little Jim with vigilant, self-effacing devotion and whose wisdom helps to make a man 
of him. Vignette - almost no more - and appealing. Illustrated by George Maas. $1.75 











April 22 









Slade, Caroline LILLY CRACKELL Vanguard 









As a social document this is tops. As a human interest story, it did not 
quite pack the punch of The Triumph of Willy Pond (for me at least). Technically, it 
is a better book than Job's House - but there is no part of it that hits emotionally 
some of the high spots of that. However, as an overall picture of social agencies at 
work - of passing the buck - it is revealing and disillusioning. Lilly Crackell is 
an "unmarried mother", professionally. She has babies - from the age of fourteen on - 
chiefly because she loves babies. She is not a "bad girl" in the ordinary sense; she 
is neither a prostitute nor an amateur operator. She has been brought up as well as 
her kindly, but no - good, father, her once ambitious but almost defeated mother, can 
do in a one-room shack, with a dirt floor, and promises - through the years - of im- 

ea provements to come. The Crackells are "on the town" and are a symbol to the social 
agencies. So even personal interest and warm-hearted intervention cannot save Lilly 
from becoming a town problem every onee in so often: There are some soft, human bits; 
but there are too many committee meetings and long-winded dissertations on routine at- 
titudes; the facts speak for themselves - but one misses the relief such a story needs. 
Well done, but difficult to sell. - $3.00 


May 3 

























Chambers, Whitman INVASION! Dutton 


Novel, partly, in a might-happen-here version of a Japanese invasion of the 
West Coast. Fight talk, largely, as Chambers uses this to show up all the dissenting 
forces in America, the still prevalent discord between labor and capital, the still 
prominent isolationists and appeasers. And he shows how all this makes Japan's attack 
feasible, with complete confusion among an already divided and conquered people. A 
few, hiding together in a Los Angeles sewer, do the talking and provide the action; 
Happy MeGonigle, hobo commando; Johnny, unsatisfactorily married, who falls in love 
with Gail; Clyde, whom Gail leaves for Johnny. The group makes for the hills outside 
the city just as America gets her chance with the arrival of parachutists to the res-— 


cue. Propaganda, terse, tough, rather than a novel per se. $2.50 
May 5 
Morris, Edita MY DARLING FROM THE LIONS Little, Brown 


An evocative, fastidiously expressive first novel of two young sisters and 

ee their individual responses to the life they make and their search for fulfillment. A 
gallery of aimless eccentrics are the background for Jezza and Anna and their deve lop- 
ment from observant but unrecognizing children to maturity gained through experience. 












April 1, 1943 Fiction - 152 - 


Jezza and Anna spend their childhood in Berg, with their grandmother, Uncle Rolf, as- 
sorted relatives and servants, in a combined youthful front against adult restriction 
and authority. Isolation and frustration affect the whole household save grandmother 
and Uncle Rolf - each of whom provides guideposts for the youngsters. Jezza leaves to 
become a newspaperwoman, finds two loves are quite unreal, that she herself is lacking, 
but in Lapland, through the help of a critical, loving, young doctor she wakes to the 
need for unselfishness and warm interest in all human beings. Anna, steadfastly loyal 
to Berg, sees the house grow threadbare, the caprices of the remaining aunts become 
more accentuated, until she realizes her love for Rolf. Jezza's return and Anna's ap-+ 
proaching marriage mark the coming of a new order for their home. An interesting, in- 
telligent, if slightly precious book. $2.50 


May 5 
Kelland, Clarence Budington ARCHIBALD THE GREAT Harper 


Another of Kelland's custom-tailored jobs, this time about Wilson who wanted 
to be an onlooker but who found spectators are forced into action in spite of them- 
selves. Turned down by the services, as secretary to Cloyd - a Napoleon expert and 
counterpart — he wetnurses his charge through the making of a moving picture, gets in- 
volved witn a tire racketeer, and falls in love with a girl rancher. All meet again 
in the desert where Wilson is blasted out of his inertia by a puppy's mistreatment and 
danger to Cloyd and his girl, and he proves himself a hero several times over. Cloyd 


too shows some good stuff and both head for matrimony. Diverting enough, $2.50 
May ll 
Forester, C.S. THE SHIP Little, Brown 


Forester is at his best in his battle action passages ~ and this whole book 
1S battle action. There are passages - specifically, for instance, the X-turret she l 
hit, and the flooding which saved the rest of the ship and came close to drowning <i 
man in the shaft tunnel - which have the pace and vividness and drama, controlled and 
muted, of the best of his writing. But, as a whole, one feels that this pattern, in 
which a brief span of action is analyzed through the photographing of minute detail of 
action and emotion and personnel, has been done many times before. Compared with The 
Voice of the Trumpet by Robert Henriques, this lacks the subtler undertones of the men's 
emotional reactions to events. Compared with Lightship - East of Farewell = and others 
of that genre, this seems almost too British in its restraint. But - after the book is 
laid aside, the pieces fit into place, and one feels one has been permitted an inti- 
mate closeup of every -fragment that fits into the whole, - that whole a perfectly in- 


tegrated and complete fighting machine. ; $2.50 


May g | 2 
| Y 
Baldwin, Faith YOU CAN'T ESCAPE | Farrar & Rinehart 


Linda, too nice for her own good, has a hard time recuperating from Rix, 
childhood friend and fiance, who jilts her for her best friend. A job in New York, Tony- 
who gets involved with the wrong girl for him, further run-ins with Rix who is playing 
the ficld, all give Linda lots of further upsets until she finds herself well over Rix 
anc ready for Tony. Neat. | $2.00 
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Swarthout, Glendon WILLOW RUN Crowell 





Grand Hotel plot which takes a group of four men and a girl, working in 
the bomber section of Ford's Willow Run plant, through the various stages of making a 
giant bomber. Drama and tragedy overtake them all but still the morning finds the 
bomber ready for its test flight. An interesting, non-union, non-flagwaving picture 
of the factory routine, machines and workers. The author's theme - if there is one - 
seems to be that the average man will find his own salvation if he is left alone by 50 
government and organization. Adequate of its kind. $2.60 


Mason, F. Van Wyck - Ed. THE FIGHTING AMERICAN Gye v' Reynal & Hitchcock 


A one-volume anthology of historical fiction, contributed by authors of 
established fame, and picturing a tapestry of American history through the progress of 
our wars. Of course, everyone likes to have others agree - such is human nature. Con- 
sequently, it pleased me mightily that Mr. Mason should have tapped, from a rich re- 
servoir, so many of those of our fictional historians that I, too, would have chosen:- 
John Jennings, James Boyd, Walter Edmonds, Bruce Lancaster, Thomas Boyd, Stewart Edward 
White, MacKinlay Kantor, Neil Swanson, - these and others form a distinguished panel, 
good story-tellers, all. There is no attempt here to come into an already crowded 
field (see Page 135 for summary of three books this season made up of source material 
recording "the fighting American"), Mason hews to a line —- his are stories, pure and 
simple, from the modern writers primarily, but picturing the wars, from the Colonial 
days through the First World War. It was interesting to note that pernaps the least 
distinguished period, fictionally speaking, was that First World War. Perhaps ours 


creative writers need perspective. we? ) 
Prague DeoR ellen 2 
June 3 
Brinig, Myron THE GAMBLER TAKES A WIFE Farrar & Rinehart 


A lighthearted, benevolent (or is the tongue in cheek?) story of Montana 
in the 1880's, and a few picaresque, romantic episodes which occurred in the town of 
Sage Brush at that time. Gene Balan, Boston finished, returns to Sage Brush with her 
new fiance, Eddie, and his chaperoning spinster sister, Olga. Before long Gene reali-~ 
zes that East is East, and that Eddie is something of a sissy. He is promptly over- 
shadowed by Jim Jennifer, a gambler, cool, reserved, attractive. How Eddie goes back 
home but Olga stays to marry a preacher; the robbery of the town tart's savings; a 
shooting of Jim's only friend - and his revenge thereof; and finally Gene's admission 


of her love for the gambler. , Entertainment - not too conseauential however. | $2, 50 
June 14 
Colver, Alice Ross THE MERRIVALES Macrae Smith 


Unrationed family problems, freshened up by, rather than the result of, 
wartime conditions as the Merrivales, one and all, hit a time of crisis. Edith joins 
the WAACS, presumably for patriotic reasons, aotvally to escape what she deems an empty 
marriage; Lea, her older daughter, really in love for the first time, has to face the 
prospect of a baby without a marriage; Jack, long in love with the wrong girl, has his 
eyes opened and joins the Navy Air Corps; Jill, his twin, is unable to get to first 
base with the man she loves and Donald, their father, has a smail fling with an under- 
standing neighbor. But Lea's accident, that results in her losing the baby, causes a 
shift in all personal relations and a new set-up for the family. Petticoat provender, 
emphatically. $2, 00 
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Carfrae, Elizabeth WE WHO WALT Putnam 


A wide coverage of all sorts of human entanglements, as personal problems, 
attendant on pre-war days and wartime living, keep an English community in an atmos- 
phere far different from its usual quiet existence, The home front provides a maxi- 
mum of young and married romances, pitfalls and high points as the vicar's son marries 
the wrong girl, a spinster acquires motherless twins and wins their father, the local 
doctor almost loses the woman he loves through a spoiled girl, a butterfly is rehabi- 


litated through her husband's reported death, etc. etc. Good rental library novel, 
$2,00 


<< ,\1Q9 o 
Seager, Allan EQUINOX | aemednes \ Simon & Schuster 
Those who read King's Row for its lascivious and abnormal aspects will 


doubtless relish this unwholesome novel of New York literati. Personally, I thought 
King's Row vastly superior on every count. Seager seems - in the first half - to be 
straining to establish a reputation as an American Evelyn Waugh. There are pages of 
bright, modern conversation ~ stylized repartee - a level of smartness that becomes 
smart-alecky. The people are unreal; Dick Miles, blase, disillusioned correspondent, 
fed up with the phony war and the brittle emptiness of Europe, coming home to play 
father to a sixteen year old daughter; Verplanck, psychiatrist, who gloats over suc- 
cessive experiments on human victims, like a small vicious boy impaling live insects; 
Marjorie, Miles' ex-mistress, boasting of living alone and liking it, refusing to mar- 
ry Miles and then marrying Verplanck because she is afraid of insecurity; and others, 
actors, victims et al. Then, abruptly, the story comes to a focus, Mary and her father, 
newly discovering each other, fall incestuously in love. And Verplanck and Marjorie 
choose their own ways of torture, and bring lovely Mary to suicide ~— and her father 

to seeking again the old restless life. A strange story, which held for me neither il? 
particular interest or compulsion. es $2.9 


Greene, Graham MINISTRY OF FEAR Viking 


* Less bizarre than Brighton Rock or Thy Labyrinthine Ways, this is a re- 
turn to the straight mystery novel which in Greene's hands is always something more. 
Psychologically provocative, atmospherically adept, it is the story of Arthur Rowe who 
by chance becomes the victim of a group of Nazi agents, operating and gaining power 
through fear. Strange occurrences, the cake at the fair which makes him the butt of 
murder, a seance where another man is killed in his stead, a bombing and subsequent 
amnesia which lands him in a private nursing home; strange people, the private detect-— 
ive who disappears, a fortune teller, the Hilfes - refugee brother and sister, and an 
enigmatic psychiatrist. Finally, in coordination with the Yard, the webbing of for- 
tuitous events and individuals becomes clear ~ and Rowe is released from a past and 
private guilt, the killing of his wife. Ingenious intrigue, handled with fastidious 


finish, $2. 50 
Published - See note page 131 


Woolleott, Alexander, Ed. AS YOU WERE 


Sure of a runaway sale, on Woollcott'’s name, this pocketbook size anthology 
of stories, bits from full length books, verse, sketches, factual American background 
material etal. All American — typical Woolleott in its flavor - and strictly not G.I. 
My hunch is that this is for the literate service man, a goldmine of bits for special 
moods. But for the average man. in uniform, much of the material would hit too high, in- 
tellectually speaking. There are, to be sure, familiar names, familiar stories,-—Poe, 
Bret Harte, Hemingway, Benet, Dana, Parkman, Sandburg. The balance of humor is a trifle 
low, one could wish for more, but E.B. White, Kober, Lardner, Nash and one or two oth- 
ers, do their share. There is some hitherto unpublished material - I got a good laugh 
out of P.S. He Got the Job, which I'd not seen before. And Woollcott's introduction is 
a characteristic "last bow". Format excellent for its purpose, which is definitely a 
"portable library of American prose and poetry assembled for members of the armed forc-— 
es and of the merchant marine." Published on a non-profit basis. (3/26) $2.50 


Viking 
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HARES, HOUNDS AND SOME HORSES 







April 15 












Steel, Kurt AMBUSH HOUSE Harcourt Brace 








Item in the career of Hank Heyer as he is forced not only to protect his 
client in a murder case, but also his home, now enlarged for the installation of his 
"fee", Angelica, child refugee from Spain, With a neighboring D.A. holding out on 
the truth about the dead man, Hank pursues his beautiful client's safety with inten- 
sity, weeds out non-essentials, and saves Angelica's life. Speedy sleuthwork and 
footwork. . $2.00 









April 16 
























Rice, Craig HAVING A LOVSLY CRIME Simon & Schuster 


Jake, Helene, Malone, loose in New York and at odds with each other, pro- 
ceed individually when murder confronts them and attempt to solve why one woman's 
head is on another woman's body, where a bride has disappeared to, how an escort ser- 
vice works, etc. That they confound the N.Y, police goes without saying - and that 
they are successful in nabbing the criminal is to be expected, with full complement of 


this trio's tippling and amusing situations. $2.00 
May 7 
e Upfield, Arthur W. WINGS ABOVE THE CLAY PAN Doubleday, Doran 


Another exploit of Napoleon Bonaparte, Australian half-breed, this time in 
the cattle country of western Queensland, when a mysteriously paralyzed girl - found 
in an abandoned plane, is befriended and nursed by the Nettlefolds and saved from poi- 
soning by them. Bony resorts to tracking, many a walkaround, and unorthodox uses to 
catch his would-be killer and save the girl. Some holes not cleared up until the end, 
but unhackneyed material. $2.00 


May 10 
Matschat, Cecile Hulse MURDER AT THE BLACK CROOK Farrar & Riftéhart 
Good feeling for New Orleans, as David and Andrea sleuth - while acting as 


red herrings for the FBI ~- in the theft of quantities of oil and subsequent murders. 
It is Andrea's leads that provide David, and the police, with evidence in both cases 


to catch the real thief and killer. Seems a mite spotty, though. $2.00 
May 21 
Leonard, Charles L. THE FANATIC OF FEZ Doubleday, Doran 


That sardonic private detective, Paul Kilgerrin, once again pulling chest- 
nuts from the fire for Col. Mathewson of Intelligence as he jaunts off to Morocco in 
search of a process for gasoline and its inventor, U.S.-hating Granger. In Fez, French, 

e German and Italian agents combine against him and hinder him, but with the help of man- 
without~-a-country, Lassiter, and his loyal gang, Kilgerrin is more than successful - 
not only in completing his mission but in the roundup of an Axis spy ring. Good and 
active, $2.00 
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May 21 
Little, Constance & Gwenyth THE BLACK RUSTLE Doubleday, Doran 


More frivolous fatalities as M@rina, weekending with the eccentric Pack- 
etts, sees two remeved in apparently motiveless murders. The police mull around, but 
not Marina who makes herself disliked by all~ save Bruce - as she points the way to 


the killer. Pretty perishable. $2.00 
May 27 

enateen, C.W. THE RAT BEGAN TO GNAW THE ROPE Farrar & Rinehart 

* Winner ef Mary Roberts Rinehart prize contest, with a different approach 


than previous winners and net a little quiet humor. Young, unprepossessing lawyer 
Gilbert Henry, in hunting the value of a stock, runs into murders, family scandals, 
and company finances that keep him sleepless, foodless, and under constant assault. 
But he fumbles threugh to apprehension of the killer and solution of the mystery, link 
by link. Good entertainment. $2.00 


June 4 
Fenisong, Ruth THE BUTLER DIED IN BROOKLYN Doubleday, Doran 


Last service of a butler takes Sgt. Gridley Nelson into the household of 
a wealthy, susceptible, and much married grandmother. Family feuding among her grown 
grandchildren and her newest husband, and further trouble engendered by a horoscoping~ 
dentist, offer play for suspicion. Competent. $2.00 


Knight, Kathleen Meere TRADEMARK OF A TRAITOR Doubleday, Doran 


Nicky Duane, a little too haphazard about the war for Marty, his girl, 
gets in with it s@lidly when he undertakes a dead man’s mission, Attacks on Nicky and 
Marty, terrorization and several killings, a lethal boat and plane trip from Panama to 
Aguarica as Nicky circumvents a Fascist clique and coup. Action number — smooth hand- 


ling. $2.00 
June 9 


Field, Peter SHERIFF ON THE SPOT Morrow 


Powder Valley, and Pat Stevens — about to resign (what again) as Sheriff 
when his two gun partners, Sam and Ezra, get themselves well implicated in murder and 
robbery and force Pat's decision to stick with it and solve the case. A money game, 
and Kitty, Sam's new love, unwittingly responsible for Sam's near-conviction. Slick, 
standard. $2.00 


Giles, Guy Elwyn TARGET FOR MURDER Morrow 


Amiable distraction as insurance company investigator Kent finds lost jewel 
hunting turned inte a murder chase in Connecticut. Three dead and a suspect jailed 
drive Kent into conniving with the police and baiting the killer. Above par. $2.00 


June 14 
Elston, Allan Vaughan GUNS ON THE CIMARRON Macrae Smith 


Johnnie Cammeron comes to the New Mexico territory to start a new breed of 
cattle but finds elegant Sandoval a difficult enemy to catch and unmask. Heart trouble 
with Sandoval’s figncee as a complication, but Johnnie eventually establishes his home- 
Stead and wins his girl. More thoughtfully researched than usual Westerns. $2.00 


) 
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MUST BOORS 
April 12 
Kernan, W.F. WE CAN WIN THIS WAR Little, Brown 
* But we can also lose it, says the author of the best-selling Defense Will 


Not Win The War. The outcome depends on the use of strategy, in the application ef 
which Germany has never excelled, and the avoidance of dependence on tactics in which 
the Prussian military machine has led the world for two hundred years. This book is 

a sharp indictment of the United Nations’ procedure from Munich to Tunisia, Kernan 
feels that both in North Africa and at Guadalcanal we are doing just what the anemy 
wants, nibbling at the rim, while striking at the hub alone can win the war. He cri- 
ticizes the policy of bombing tactics and urges continental invasion at any point as 
preferable. He points out the danger in America's flair for super-efficient adminis~- 
tration - postponement of action until the blueprint is complete, while Hitler uses 
the time to his own advantage. He allows no dispute of the necessity of defeating the 
German war machine on the field of battle, regardless of human and material cost, be- 
fore going out 100% in the Pacific. He says we must have a revolution of thought at 
home ~ we must recognize that in our own politico-economic pattern lies defeat, that 
this is a socio-biological war, Hitler is over-extended - now is the time —- algeady 
"It is later than we think". The final chapter strikes a resounding note of militant 
Christianity. A challenging book, but I don't think it is quite as saleable as Defense 
Will Not Win The War. That gave the public a slogan. The public is already too sure 
that We Can Win This War. But this book will wake them up so go to it. 31.50 


bete-May-or—herey June Rey: 
White, W.L. QUEENS DIE PROUDLY Harcourt Brace 


** He has done it again - has W. L. White, author of They Were Expendable. 
This time he has taken the incredible story of the Flying Fortresses in those terrific 
days when most of our air force in the Pacific died om the ground at Clark Field and 
elsewhere, leaving a handful of stalwarts and a few battle-scarred planes, Again —- as 
in the Bettle of Britain - "never have so many owed so much to so few" ~— for these few 
held the southwest Pacific against incredible odds. Fatigue and momentary peril of 
death and hope destroyed and over~strained equipment could not defeat them, From the 
Philippines to the siege of Java; island fortresses and open sea; the deserts of Au- 
stralia and the tiny outpost of Darwin - the flying Portresses battered the enemy and 
left their scars. But in the process many of these queens of the air “died proudly”. 
White tells the story - as he told the story of the PT boats - through the words of 

the men who survived and who now form the crew of Brett's transport plane, the "griz- 
zled old Flying Fortress + the Swoose". It is a superb story, with all the heartache 
and the humanity and the gallantry and the fears and the drama of those early months of 
what was then a losing battle. All that has been done since was built on what those 
few gave - and White makes you feel it, as he did in They Were Expendable. A more com- 
plex story, perhaps - more technical at times. But what a challenge to Americans every- 
where. Sure to top sales in a runaway. $2. 50 


TWO DARK HORSES 
May ws 
Morin, Relman CIRCUIT OF CONQUEST Knopf 


° This book fills a niche ~ and that is news when talking of another cporres- 
pondent's story. There has been a notable gap in our background on the Dutch East 
Indies and the steps leading up to their fall, on the Dutch as colonists, the Eurasian 
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and native situations. Mr. Morin, in this lucid and very vital record of his round-up 
trip on the eve of war, has made a signal contribution to our better understanding. 
From Japan to Shanghai to the Philippines (so far nothing new); then Java, and he gives 
something of the historical background, a good deal of leading figures, van Mook, van 
der Pless and others. One gets the sense of their philosophy - "peace but not at any 
price"; of the too little and too late preparations for defense; of the cooperation and 
loyalty of the Javanese, natives and Eurasians. Then Singapore where the British em- 
bodied the evils of old style colonization - a twice told tale - but fresh in his re- 
telling of a stage set for tragedy. His abortive efforts to get a close-up of Thailand 
and Inde-China, already Japanese-—dominated, though the French little men clung to their 
illusions; his half success and the picture he took away with him, Finally, Kurusu's 
mission - and Pearl Harbor. Much that has been said, but presented with vigor and indi- 
viduality; and enough that is new to make it worth a place all its own. And it is full 
of human bits, anecdotes, human and insatiable curiosity of the natural born journalist. 
$3.00 


May-24 3/17 | 
Voyetkhov, Boris THE LAST DAYS OF SEVASTOPOL Knopf 




















* Perfect blend of sound track and word pictures, is this graphic record of 

a siege that will go down in history. Voyetkhov, Russian correspondent of Moscow's 

Pravda, battled his way through military and naval and civilian red tape to get into 
Sevastopol during the final days of its heroic stand. His story starts at a Plack Sea ! 
port — ends eleven days after the official date of the abandonment of the doomed city, 

a shell of a city, a ghost city. He makes one see and hear and smell the siege and the 
beleaguered. I've never read a more penetrating record — it is another bit of evidence 

that for Russia at least this is wholly a people's war. Men, women, children, officers 
soldiers, civilians and their commissars -— everyone was part of it. The text is an ace 

count of super-human endurance, of flaming faith, of rarely questioned courage,— heroes 

all and not enough decorations to go round. It should open the eyes of those who still 

think of the Russians en masse as canon fodder with a passive stubborness which stalls 

the Nazi machine. Here you see them as an aggressive, fearless, determined people who 

admit no chance of any outcome but victory. There is little of any political flavor; 

it is Russia, it is the Crimea, it is Sevastopol, it is home for which they fight and 

die. Told through vivid pen portraits, anecdoves, etc, aii! 

























For The Record 


Lt- Col. Bayler's LAST MAN OFF WAKE ISLAND (Bobbs Merrill) an eye-witness account; two 
books on Japan, one of sensation value, Gwen Dew's PRISONER OF THE JAPS {Knopf}, one 
for background, Hillis Lory’s JAPAN'S MILITARY MASTSRS (Viking); and, among the too 
lates, Walter Graebner's ROUND TRIP TO RUSSIA (Lippincott). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


April 15 
Roberts, William H. PSYCHOLOGY YOU CAN USE Harcourt Brace 


The physiology of psychology, in a simple primer for all ages of fundamentals 
of the science; habits, stimuli and responses to and of the senses, attention, imagina- 
r ) tion, imagery, perception, emotion and feeling, reflexes and instincts, Additional 
chapters cover the question of heredity versus environment, intelligence and intelli- 
gence testing, memory and its function. This is interesting material, deliberately bas- 
ic in coverage and presentation. $2.00 











April 1, 1943 Non-fiction his » = 
—_— 
ppt, 6! / 
Anthony, Ed THE SEX REFRESHER Howell Soskin 
Take-off on sex sermons in the form of a brush-up on the subject, in prose 
and poetry, anything from two line couplets to longer endeavours. Topics from cloth- 
ing to manners to education; love songs and barroom ballads; opinions and theories 


from Casanova to Freud, Bluebeard to Don Juan. Could be very much funnier - this is 
apt to be thin generally, and horsey in spots. $1.49 


Marvin, Linda HOUSEKEEPING MADE EASY Vanguagd 


Pretty comprehensive compendium on the prevention and cure of domestic 
troubles; suggestions in general, then itemized tips, alphabetically, on economy - 
protection and preservation, care and repair, storage and eleaning of all sorts of 
household goods. From bathroom to bedroom to library, silver and cutlery, floors, 
electrical appliances and refrigerators {to mention only a few) to activities such as 
washing and ironing, sewing, mending, nursing, cooking, care of children and pets, 


etc. etc. -— this is just a small idea of the wide coverage of the book. $2.00 
April 16 
Reed, Douglas DOWNFALL : Appleton-—Century 


A play, to be read, rather than acted, predicated on "intelligent anti- 
cipation" of Hitler's end, that makes plausible, if expository, reading. With the war 
well along, the old Fast Prussian group, still secretly in power, demand, and force, 
the disappearance of Hitler, before peace negotiations, and are successful. An argu- 
ment, not drama, this has its basis in thorough knowledge of Germany. Prophetic? $2.00 


5 
April 3% 
Corson, John J. MANPOWER FOR VICTORY Farrar & Rinehart 


One of the most vexing problems of this war is the proper utilization of 
manpower. Corson, former Director of the U.S. Employment Service, has fully analyzed 
the problem. Although he claims to be opposed to a National War Service, he recognizes 
that neither volunteer nor competitive wage bidding has provided the manpower needed 
end that the "government must assume the responsibility". He is frank in his criticism 
of both the War Manpower Commission and Selective Service. He makes one realize the 
complexities of the problem - outlines the conflicting needs of the army, industry, la- 
bor, agriculture and the civilian. But he presents no solution. Not a book for the 


many ~ but clears the air on this subject. $3.00 
April 21 

Bayler, Lt.-Col. Walter J. LAST MAN OFF WAKE ISLAND Bobbs Merrill 

a Of the moment reading, from the headlines, this ringside seat account of 


three theatres of this war. En route from the Philippines, Bayler was at Wake when 

the news of Pearl Harbor came through, and was a part of that brave stand until his 
orders came to move on, to Midway, just a day and a half before the island fell. The 
"softening up" by the Japs, that did not work, the four planes that defended the island, 
which soon were only two, the unceasing valor of the handful of Marines and civilians 
that withstood repeated air and naval onslaughts, make vivid, proud reading. At Mid- 
way, more of the same, relentless, daring action against the enemy, then on to Ewa, 
where a leave took him to his wife in Hawaii, Then on to Guadalcanal, highest spot 

of many a high spot, where “heroes were a dime a dozen", and where the daily record 

of attack, repulse, and existence under fire continued. A radio expert of the Marines, 
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installing radio communications and plane detector equipment, Bayler has many a story 
of air battles as he heard it over his earphones, gives entertaining highlights on 
individuals from personal knowledge. A grand book for men. (Three parts are appear- 
ing in the S.£.P.) Illus. $2, 75 


Aprit—2t- $/19 Y~ 
Wright, Frank Lloyd AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY: Ftve Books in One Volume Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


A revision of a unique autobiography, written over the years, and publish- 
ed ten years ago, and now brought up to date through inclusion of scattered material 
which together fills out the panorama. Frank Lloyd Wright has been called the "Whit- 
man of architecture"; his fame is international, but appreciation was slow to come in 
this country. This is the story of a creative genius in the making. The part dealing 
with boyhood and early youth is written, for the most part, in the third person, but 
the reader senses the intimate revelations of man surveying boy learning to experience 
what he saw around him. From childhood on, his home life has been unstable, erratic, 
full of upheaval and distortion, with periods of happiness and tranquility. Divorce 
of his parents; of two wives; scandal, even a term in jail, all this may have born 
fruit in emotional expression. Throughout the record, his work is intimately inter- 
woven with his personzl life. Sections of the book deal specifically with particular 
work done in this country, in Europe, in Asia. His comments on Japan - and on the 
present place of Japan in Asia, may cause some controversy. Illuminating - unusual + 


intensely personal — not always easy reading. oe 
: ; 
April 22 fr— 
Parsons, Robert P. TRAIL TO LIGHT Bobbs-Merrill 


A sympathetic, appreciative biography of Dr. Joseph Goldberger, whose con- 
tributions to the field of public health made him outstanding. From the lower East 
Side of New York City, son of Hungarian immigrants, he, with all the family's help, 
managed to pursue his medical studies with the same concentration, that later, he 
traced diseases, their cure, treatment, and prevention. Not attracted by private prac-— 
tice, he took his chance in U. S.Public Health Service and worked with signal effort 
in the eradication of yellow fever, typhoid, dengue, worms, measles, pellagra. He 
traveled the country over, brooked no backsliding, lack of interest and roused com- 
munity feeling about proper diagnosis, quarantine, strict official health procedure. 

He married a Christian wife whose understanding and help supported him in his stren- 
uous attacks on the problems with which he was presented, was often his own guinea pig, 
and died, himself, of cancer. An absorbing story, worthy of its subject and of med- 


ical pioneering. $3.00 
April 30 

Hanson, Earl Parker-ilid. THE NEW WORLD GUIDES TO THE LATIN AMERICAN Duell, Sloan 
REFUBLICS: Vol, I & Pearce 


Mexico and Central America are covered in this first volume of travel in- 
formation and general background knowledge of our neighbors to the South. The two vol- 
umes (the second will come in the Fall) together include material estimated to be the 
equivalent of 21 Baedeckers, and yet in format they are compact, light, and legible. 
Authorities in different specialized fields have contributed introductory background 
material on history and culture, practical regional information, etc. The space given 
to guidebook data, along the lines of American guides, varies of coursé with the sccpe 
of the subject, ~ Mexico having a lion's share. Useful as handbook for prospective 
travelers - a book for the long haul. Maps. -Index. $2. 50 
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April ?? 


e Hynd, Alan PASSPORT TO TREASON McBride 


From Liberty and Official Detective, this is a recapitulation of Germany's 
spy activities in America from 19389 on ~ and largely the story of the F,B.I.'’s William 
Sebold whose unafraid and patient investigation led to the roundup of 32 Nazi agents. 
Sebold's experiences at the Hamburg spy school, his return to America where he contact-— 
ed one agent after another, his discovery of Nazis at work in army camps, plants, ship- 
yards, air fields, and eventually the kill. Further material covers the careers of 
Vonsiatsky-Vonsiatsky, white Russian Fascist, Kunze, Bahr, who posed as a refugee on 
the Drottningholm, and the eight Long Island saboteurs. The newspapers have aired 
these stories before, and this is not too distinguished a retelling, but it does give 


coverage on this war's espionage in book forn. $3.00 
May 4 
Roth, Charles B. THE KEY TO YOUR PERSONALITY Wilfred Funk 


Personality pickup which tells you how to remake your personality and all 
about those famous people who did it so why don't you. Complete with homework, here 
are pretty primitive lessons in determining what you are, what you want to be, improv- 
ing your relationships with others, developing anything from aliveness to accomplish- 
ments, will power, social charm, friends, contentment, and anything else your little 
heart desires. This type of book seems to be endemic — but there must be somé reason 


May & 
& Burnett, Verne YOU AND YOUR PUBLIC Harper 


The "principles, practices and tools of public relations" by an experienced 
practitioner. The basic facts of the field, knowing yourself, knowing other people, 
interviewing, creating good will, selling, cementing employee and stockholder relations, 
the use of surveys and questionaires, advertising, publicity and propaganda, ete. Ad- 
ditional guidance through the precepts of Elmo Roper, Gallup, Henry Link, Ivy Lee, etc.-. 
I thought this profession had been well covered; in the event that I'm wrong, here's 
another, adequate vocational manual, © $2.50 

. Cooper, Duff DAVID ok | Harper 


An appreciative, unimprovised biography of the Biblical David, whose cold 
intellect and sensitive, artistic nature combined to create a man of genius and great 
leadership. The shepherd boy with a gift for music and poetry was first chosen by the 
Prophet Samuel, then called to the court of Saul where he fell in love with Michal, the 
King's seductive, superficial daughter whom he won eventually through the killing of 
Goliath. There too he became the close friend of the King's son, Jonathan, faithful 
and guileless even after Saul had turned against David. Exile, finally kingship after 
the death of Saul and Jonathan, and release from his love for Michal through Bath- 
sheba, the perfect companion of his entire reign. And the last years of discord and 
heartbreak as Absalom, his favorite, revolted against him and was killed. David's 


story as a story is a dramatic one; it is done full justice here. $3, 00 
May 7 
e Taylor, Henry J. MEN IN MOTION Doubleday, Doran 


The war correspondent who made a flying tovr of the fronte last year (Time 
Runs Out) starts out here with a few of his theories about today, then goes on to 
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to some of the personalities and events in the middle-east. He traces, glibly enoughy 
America from the days of individualism and free enterprise to what he now terms our 
Hudson Tube Era; his opinions are often decided, often arbitrary. On the war fronts, 
as a straight reporter, he is better off. In Africa, a much neglected but rich poten- 
tiality, he saw Americans, French and English in action; he writes in detail of Tedder 
of the R.A.F., of Rommel (whose defeat he presages because of lack of air power), of 
Ellsberg's naval victory. After the war, he sees the salvation of Europe dependent on 
the joint collaboration of England, France and America; Russia he believes will always 
be a lonehand operator. Loosely written, but capable reportage by a fast-traveling 


journalist who is occesionally open to question. $3,00 
May 12 4 
Grant, Kay IT'S "ARD TO GO WRONG IN THE CACTUS Morrow 


Blithe, breezy, sometimes ribald rhymes which have been pretty popular with 
the service boys - American and Australian - by one of the latter. Doughboys and diggers, 
women -— all kinds, love and virtue, frailties and mishaps, war problems, all treated 
lightly. Pretty obvious, for American tastes sharpened by Parker and McGinley and Nash, 
but good for a certain hearty-humored masculine audience. $1.00 yp 


Phelps, Dr. Alfred E. YOUR ARTHRITIS We Q _ Morrow 


; 4 


If you have arthritis you are in the company of several million others; and 
history and science indicate that your disease has been recognizable’ from the ape man 
down. What is news, however, is that medicine can cure 75 per cent of you. This book 
is a frank discussion of what is known, what is guessed, and what can be done about it. 
Faulty notions of causes and cures are disposed of summarily; nomenclature is clarified, 
the wide range of probable causes discussed, the relation of diet, of exercise, of rest, 
of mental therapy, of physical therapy considered. There is a chapter on reducing 
diets, and there is a good deal of iconoclastic disruption of food fads. The final 


chapters suggest ways in which the patient can help. $2.00 
May 14 
Aglion, Raoul THE FIGHTING FRENCH Henry Holt 


A former attache who has been part of the De Gaullist movement from the 
start gives a complete history of the Fighting French, its inception, organization and 
achievements. It's a consistently eulogistic picture (others have questioned certain 
lacks in De Gaulle as a leader); it's also somewhat cursory where the recent American- 
Vichy-Darlan episodes are involved, but this may be diplomacy. However it is a full 
record of Free France and her determination to fight on. From victory for the defeat- 
ists when Petain signed the armistice, to De Gaulle's expedition to England and forma- 
tion of the movement; the strengthening of the Free French as volunteers joined from 
all over, the territory it controls and attitudes of the dark colonies; its Army, Air 
Force, Navy and Merchant Marine; lastly action, at Dakar, during the Libyan and Syrian 
campaigns, and in France itself with resistance through the Underground. Individual 


accounts and exploits illustrate each phase. $3.00 
May 20 7: 
Frank, Waldo SOUTH AMERICAN JOURNEY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


In the summer of 1942 Waldo Frank returned to his much loved South America 
on a lecture tour where he talked of the deep war for a real civilization beneath and 
beyoné the struggle between Fascism and Democracy. He went briefly to Chile, Uruguay 
and Peru, but traveled and lectured mostly in Brazil and Argentina, The "incident" in 
Buenos Aires when he was attacked by five Fascist hoodlums in his hotel room is describe 
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in full. And in journal form, he gives impressionistic portraits of the leaders, pol- 

iticians, artists and writers, and the plainpeople of the lands he visits. He writes 

at length of the terrain, history and temper of the different countries, For many, 

there is a lyrical exuberance of style and manner which is irritating. (An appendix 

contains his two main lectures and the editorial attack on him by the Pro-Nazi "El Pam- 

pero" of Buenos Aires, ) $3.00 ~~ 
May 2f 


Stone, Irving THEY ALSO RAN Doubleday, Doran 
The Story of the Men Who Were Defeated for the Presidency 










* A credit to the author of Lust for Life, Sailor on Horseback, etc,, these 
"psychographs" of unsuccessful candidates for president, which animates historical spec- 
ulation in estimating what might have happened had they won. Greeley and Cox, contend- 
ers from journalism; Clay and Bryan who made a career of presidential campaigning; Par- 
ker and Hughes who failed to leave the judiciary for a higher post; the generals - Scott 
Fremont, McClellan, Hancock; the solitary Tilden; the professional politicians Douglas 
and Blaine; the governors, Cass, Seymour, Smith, Landon; the Wall Street lawyers, Davis 
and Willkie - a parade that aligns the campaigners into parallels of backgrounds, tem- 


peraments and characters, that provokes curiosity, interest. Pungent. Illustrated. 
$3.50 














vay-24 6/7 U 
Dew, Gwen PRISONER OF THE JAPS Knopf 











It-happened-to-me account of a lady correspondent-photographer (Detroit 
News) which provides more than a sufficiency of horror and heroism. After much persis- 
tence, Gwen Dew ottained a passport to the Far East and was in Hong Kong on December 

7th. Too many Japanese, too few defenses and defenders, as civilians witnessed the 
inadequacy of the outpost during days of siege and bombing. Many of the Americans and 
English banded together at the Repulse Bay Hotel which put up an individual fight of 
several days (Marsman's I Escaped From Hong Fong covered this too). Eventually surrend- 
er and the months that followed during internment in a hotel, then a concentration camp 
revealed the inconceivable brutality of the Japanese, actively in rape, torture, killing- 
passively in their neglect of their prisoners, starvation rations, vermin, disease. 
Finally, with preferred treatment as part of the press — Gwen Dew was sent home as an 
exchange prisoner. Has both news - and human horror value —- this story; it is, however, 
sometimes strident, $3.00 


Mayo &/! 4 























Haugland, Vern LETTER FROM NEW GUINEA Farrar & Rinehart 


Here is the reassurance, for those who have wondered, that faith is still 
an element in the lives of this war's participants, for the author, an A.P. correspond— 
ent, flying in a B-26 from Australia, on August 7, 1942, was forced, with the plane's 
complement, to bail out ina fog. From that day, until September 9th, he was traveling 
in unknown territory, foodless, almost sleepless, existing under circumstances in which 
he should have died. But from his desperate need, came a faith that bolstered him and 
saved him. This is an expansion of the diary which he kept that was published in the 
papers here, and amplifies the terse notations of each day's endurance. Part of the 
time he had one of the crew as a companion, but after they parted Haugland was alone un- 
til he reached a native village, where his experiences and exposure took their toll, 
and where, with the help of missionaries, he was carried to a base and flown to Port 
Moresby. MacArthur decorated him there, with the Silver Star. An amazing record of 
Gee human endurance, supported by a spiritual belief, that lifts this above the usual record 


of personal adventure, and should make it a plus sale in the religious departments. 
$2.00 
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Lory, Hillis JAPAN'S MILITARY MASTERS: Viking 
The Army In Japanese Life 


There's no reassurance here, for those who underestimate Japan as an enemy, 
for those who believe that the Pacific war is just a subsidiary of the European, as a 
professor and long-time resident of Japan writes of the mentality, the tradition, and 
the martial indoctrination of the Japanese. Perhaps most terrifying is the fighting 
fanaticism of the Japanese, evolved through centuries rather than years, with their 
loyalty, obedience, courage, and cult of death rather than life. Lory outlines the 
formation of the Army, training and standards for officers and men; her supreme com- 
mand; the army's close affiliation with politics, her autocratic role in state affairs, 
and ~ after years of factionalism and discord ~ her present omnipotence. Underrating 
Japan's warring potential as we have, Lory goes on to show how she is prepared to wage 
a long and exhaustive war, how she faces no shortage in either manpower or resources, 
how the prevalent notion of "bombing her out of the war" wont do, and how deeply estab-— 
lished is her hatred of all white men. "Fanatic, ruthless and wise in the art of war", 
this is fully substantiated by Lory's appraisal, A book for background, largely, but 
one which merits attention and heed. | $2.75 


sune «(6 : 


Rothery, Agnes THE PORTS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA Doubleday, Doran 


Latest in the Seaport Series, these profiles of Vancouver and Victoria, 
Canadian ports not so intimately known to all of the United States, combine guidebook 
and background material in balanced blend. The contrasts of the two ports, the forces 
that have made them important, their part in the world today and that of post-war, their 
heritage from England colored by their new world history - are combined with a person- 
al enthusiasm for the highly individual flavor of each city. Vancouver's transporta-— 
tion, mills and factories, lumber, canneries, cattle; Victoria's parliaments, museum, 
gardens, are parts of the picture of these young ports while the spectacular character 
of Vancouver is highlighted against the more conservative temperament of Victoria. Miss 
Rothery's flair for the color and feel of a country, for arousing interest in her sub- 
ject contributes decidedly to the appeal of this volume. Illustrated, —< 
eo 


Very Many ~ Very Late 
Tunis, John R. 3 LAWN GAMES Barnes 


An excellent + and timely - addition to the Dollar Sports Library, in these 
days when one's country home should be a self contained private country club. The ob- 
vious "lawn games" are included: - archery, badminton, croquet, deck tennis, horseshoes, 
lawn bowls, shuffleboard; and a final section takes up a number of miscellaneous games 
such as darts, volley ball, etc. Each game has a brief historical note, a description 
‘of how the game is played and what constitutes good techniqtie, and a summary of rules, 
counts, and so on. The information on equipment is handled from the viewpoint of the 
moderate income. Excellent photographs. (4/1) $1.00 


Spears, Ruth Wyeth BETTER DRESSMAKING Barrows 


Another activity that is coming back into the home is home dressmaking - i” 
it is safe to judge by the wave of publicity and advertising and the increase in the 
sale of patterns. So this how-to-do-it book should prove an excellent stock item, The 
author is well established in the field and has written both newspaper and magazine 
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articles, columns and books. I was very much impressed with the clarity and simplicity 
of her directions, and the excellent diagrams and illustrations of procedure, step by 
step. The book covers equipment, style, design, fundamentals of plain sewing, trim- 
mings, finishes, tailoring, handling fur, remodelling, the cutting from patterns, fit-— 
ting and finishing. Excellent job. A dictionary of terms will be of particular value 
to the novice. (Publ,) $3.00 


Stieri, Emanuele BUILDING MODEL WAR PLANES Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The Army and the Navy need scale models for training pilots, for airplane 
spotters, for aerial gunner training, and so on. Through schools and colleges and civ- 
ilian organizations the demand has gone out for more scale models. This book — and its 
supplement ~ contain official instructions for building 80 model planes, official photo- 
‘graphs, assembly plans, profile and silhouette views, basic data on make, speed, size, 
function, etc. The book carries the step by step instructions with progressive photo- 
graphs; the supplement has the actual scale plans. A saleable item for adults inter- 
ested in the subject, and for boys and - yes - girls, not only in the schools where the 


courses are given, but everywhere. (Publ.) Book $2.50 
Supplement $1.25 


Hogan, Inez LISTEN HITLER! THE GREMLINS ARE COMING Dutton 


Surplus of an overworked commodity, and not the best of the crop by a long 
shot. For Gremlin activities and misdeeds are chronicled to reveal how much they love 
freedom, so that to preserve that freedom, they must concentrate on those that oppose 
it - so Hitler, Hirohito and Mussolini become their target. Twist of the original idea 
of Gremlin japes, but you have more or less heard this all before. And Miss Hogan's 


creatures do not have the originality of Artzybasheff's. (Publ.) $1.00 
Graebner, Walter ROUND TRIP TO RUSSIA Lippincott 
* This is the best picture of Russia at war that I have read. By this, I do 


not mean that it reaches the high spots of The Last Days Of Sevastopol. But as an in- 
pression of how Russia looks - of the country, villages, trains, farms and cities un- 
der fire, this is a revealing record. Graebner wisely took the long way to Moscow so 

as to visualize . the way Russians themselves were moving. This is not a history of 
Russia fighting, but a closeeseup of how the people are living, of men and women - in uni- 
form and out ~ of what they eat and wear -~ of what they thifik and talk sbomt. He sees 
Russia and Russtans as a great factor in the post-war world, but saw no signs of their 
seeking expansion beyond their natural line of security. He feels they are a great peo- 
ple fighting to preserve their country and asking only the chance te determine a future 
without fear of war and with a chance to rebuild and catch up with the modern world. A 
forceful book, a little slowed up at the start by too much personal detail. And it 
carries a warning too in his pointed criticism of the lesson in internationalism that 
our boys overseas still need to learn if they are to be our representatives. $3.00 


Low, Professor A.M.-Ed. SCIENCE LOOKS AHEAD Oxford 


A broad survey of the field of applied science, past, present, with a peek 
into the future. Professor Low, while contributing much of the material himself in 
the hopes of helping the layman to a wider field of understanding of what is going on 
in science, has had the cooperation of several specialists in certain fields, Huxley, 
Spencer-Jones and others. The text is successful in skirting the pitfalls of the acad- 
emic in language and approach, and has made science stimulating reading, and shown its 
practical application to life today and tomorrow. Evolution, power, rays, science and 
the war, materials of industry, conquest of speed, measurement, food, medicine, science 
and the sea, science and the universe, weather, flying, communication, exploration, fos- 
sils, phetography, crime ~ these are the main headings. Photographs. (Publ.) $4.50 
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Harris, Florence LaGanke VICTORY VITAMIN COOK BOOK For Wartime Meals Penn 





Cook book, not menu, that bases its recipes on shortages, vitamins, and in- 
genuity. It should fill in those blanks when war+ime cookery produces exhaustion of 
imagination, for under a basic recipe, all variations are noted. A worthwhile addition 
to the new volumes on this subject for besides the cooking end, there are short sec- 
tions on food selection, storing, preserving, a daily food guide, nutrition and vita- 
min sources. (Publ,.) $1.50 


Doyle, Jerry & Fisher, Charles ACCORDING TO DOYLE Putnam 
A Cartoon History of World War II 


From 1932 to 1943, pointed - and sometimes prophetic, cartoons of the boil- 
ing-over of total war, with concise descriptive texts. This underlines and highlights 
the preoccupations of the moment, provides food for thought - after the fact - and 
makes an interesting commentary on historical tracings to date. Cartoonist of The 
Philadelphia Record, Doyle's pictures, a selection of 55, follow the news and opinions 


around the world. For more than the art department. (4/12) $2.00 
Roughead, William THE ART OF MURDER Sheridan House 
* More of this crime connoisseur's excellent reportage on criminous activi- 


ties of the past, that reconstructs the deed and the doer, and presents impartially 
the facts of the eight cases under consideration. Of particular interest, perhaps, is 
the examination of the records behind All Thts And Meaven Too, which exhibits quite a 
different picture from the novel. Interesting too are the tributes paid to Joseph 
Shearing's novels animating crimes. But for those who have followed Roughead's pre- 
vious books, there is little to be added to recommend the choice cases he reviews - 
and the choice telling he accords them. Really superior. (4/12) $2.75 


Craf, John R. SECOND LIEUTENANT'S HANDBOOK Stanford Univ. Press 


The first months of the war saw a succession of handbooks for the selectee. 
Now there seem to be an almost equal number of books coming for the new officers. This 
little volume has one great advantage over the others, - it is pocket size, light, com- 
pact in content as well as format, and wastes no space over trimmings. The newly com- 
missioned young officer and the youth in training faces gaps in knowledge of procedure, 
of paper work, of etiquette, and so on, which this should help to fill. The informa- 
tion now scattered through manuals and official regulations is here summarized, and put 
in handy form for that transition period. Index. (Publ.) $1.50 


Ageton, Arthur A. Com. U.S.N, THE NAVAL OFFICER'S GUIDE Whittlesey House 


This somewhat ponderous volume contains a mass of valuable material, the 
product of the combined experience of a number of high officers in varied fields. It 
is a working manual, practical as a guide for new officers and a refresher for older 
men, who need to catch up with today's regulations. Educational system, first station, 
uniforms and equipment, duties of a line officer, customs of the service, foreign ser+ 
vice, shore and sea duty, military law and naval discipline, responsibility of leader~ 
ship, work on small ships and large — all this and more is included. There is a section 
devoted to women of the Navy, the Waves and the Navy Nurses, The book is unfortunately 


heavy to handle, and the photographic reproductions leave much to be desired. Index / 
(Publ.) $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubidday, Doran 
Arey, John S. = NIGHT DUTY - from 4/16 to 4/23 


Curie, Eve — JOURNEY AMONG WARRIORS - from 4/16 to 4/23 
Dudley-Gordon, T. - I SEEK MY PREY IN THE WATERS — from 4/16 to 4/23 
Franklin, A. B. — ECUADOR —- from 5/7 to 5/21 

Haskins, C.P. - THE AMAZON — from 5/7 to 5/21 

Hocking, Anne -— DEATH LOVES A SHINING MARK —- from 4/16 to 4/23 
Leslie, A.G. = DANCING SAINTS - postponed to 6/4 

Lowenthal & Monaghan - THIS WAS NEW YORK ~ from 4/16 to 4/23 
MacDonald, W. C. -REBEL RANGER —- from 4/16 to 4/23 

Marsden, M.H.R. + KHAKI IS MORE THAN A COLOR — from 4/16 to 5/7 
O'Brien, Kate ~ THE LAST OF SUMMER - from 4/2 to 4/23 

Schulman, M. — BAREFOOT BOY —- from ¢/16 to 4/23 

Stern, Philip Van Doren ~ Ed. - THE MOONLIGHT TRAVELER -— from 4/16 tp 5/7 


Duell Sloan & Pearce 
Beals, Carleton - Title from FORT ON THE AMAZON to DAWN OVER THE AMAZON 


/ 


Harper 
Gordon, Lid. « CONSUMERS IN WARTIME — Note correct title. Postponed to 4/7 
Terhune, A. - THE BERT TERHUNE I KNEW - postponed to 4/7 
Tucker, Rev. L. - CLERICAL ERRORS - postponed to 4/7 


Henry Holt 
Garrison & Dickson - AT HOME WITH CHILDREN - from 4/5 to 4/15 
Wilson, Charles Morrow - TREES AND TEST TUBES — postponed to 4/26. Price 
from $3.00 to $3.50 


Houghton Mifflin 
MacLeish, Archibald -— A TIME TO ACT — from 4/6 to 4/13 
Reeves, Robert ~— CELLINI SMITH: DETECTIVE — postponed to 4/13 
Williams, Ben Ames - AMATEURS AT WAR - from 4/13 to 4/27 


Macmillan 
Baker, E. T. ~— THE HOME VETERINARIAN'S HANDBOOK — from 3/16 to 4/6 
Bellairs, G. = DEATH OF A BUSYBODY - from 5/4 to 5/18 
Cahalane, V.H. + MEETING THE MAMMALS - from 3/23 to 5/11 
Coffin, R.P.T. - Title from AMERICAN PRIMER to PRIMER FOR AMERICA. Date 

from 4/6 to 5/11 
Driscoll, C.B - KANSAS IRISH - from 4/6 to 5/4 
Fox, E.F. -— TRAVELS IN AFGHANISTAN - from 4/6 to 4/2¢ 
Fox, H.M. - GARDENING FOR GOOD EATING — from 3/16 to 4/13 
Guy, E. - HEAVEN IS A SUNSWEPT HILL - from 4/18 to 8/28 
Hill & Walling - AIRCRAFT MATHEMATICS - from 3/16 to 5/4 
Jobim, J, —- BRAZIL IN THE MAKING —- from 4/6 to 5/25 
MacLean, C.M. — Title from THE THARRUS THREE to THREE FOR CORDELIA. Date 
from 3/23 to 5/11 
Mills,C. — THE CHOICE - from 3/30 to 4/13 
Overstreet, B.W. - AMERICAN REASONS - from 3/16 to 4/13 
Prichard, H.A. -— IF THEY DON'T COME BACK - postponed to 4/13 
Raper, Arthur — TENANTS OF THE ALMIGHTY -— from 4/6 to 5/11 
Roberts, DeJ. ~ A MAN OF MALICE LANDING - from 5/11 to 6/8 
Seletz, J. - HOPE DEFERRED — from 4/? to 5/4 
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Macmillan (Cont. ) 
® Stephenson, H.J. — ABBREVS. - from 4/6 to 5/25 
Stewart, Nichols, etc. - AIRCRAFT NAVIGATION - 3/16 to 5/4 
Subercaseaux, B. - CHILE — from 3/30 to 4/13 
Taylor, H.C. & A.D. - HANDBOOK OF WORLD TRADE IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS - 
from 4/13 to 5/18 
Tuomey, D. - THE HOME MECHANIC ~ from 4/13 to 4/20 
Wason, Betty - MIRACLE ON HELLAS ~ from 4/20 to 5/4 


Putnam 
Graves, John T. -— THE FIGHTING SOUTH - from 4/30 to 4/23 


Random House 

Burk, John - THE LIFE AND WORKS OF BEETHOVEN - from 3/29 to 6/14 

Dinesen, Isak - WINTER'S TALES - postponed to 5/10. Price from $2.75 to 
$2.50. June B,O.M. Dual Selection 

Disney, Dorothy — CRIMSON FRIDAY — from 5/5 to 6/1 

Eberhart, Mignon ~ THE MAN NEXT DOOR ~ from 4/12 to 5/5 








113 
112 


135 
56 
115 


116 


87 


625 
109 








BULLETIN from 














& Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service y 38 Bank Street 
gl p 





Vol. XI April 1, 1943 No. 7 


JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT; No, 6 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 






























Cook, Howard SAMMI'S ARMY Doubleday, Doran 
‘N 

This big picture book has two counts in its favor that would point to good 
sales:~ adults who like sprawly, modernistic lithographic drawings, with the quality 
of the Mexican School of mural painting, will be enthusiastic about Howard Cook's pic- 
tures; people who are looking for a war tie-up in a book for small children, may feel 
that this supplies that need. That is as far as I should be willing to go in recommend- 
ing the book. Personally, I have a feeling that children will find the pictures confus- 
ing, just as younger children find Benson and Daugherty confusing. And the vocabulary 
and use of Mexican proper names for the animals of Sammi’s Army makes the text dif- 
ficult for the picture book level. The story tells of a small Mexican lad who starts 
each day with friendly rounds of his animal companions. On one particular day, he dis- 
covered a boatload of strange soldiers, and —- with the help of his animal friends - he 
captured them and held them until the villagers took over. The book is to be printed 

€ in three color halftones throughout its 32 pages of text and pictures. ie 9 $2.00 


MacDonald, Golden BIG DOG LITTLE DOG Doubleday, Doran 


I loved the pictures of the dogs; I liked some of the pictures of the sights 
the dogs saw on their morning walk (particularly those dog's eye views of near objects 
on the street); but some of the panoramic pictures were too impressionistic, too styl- 
ized, and some of the human figures, too adult in their humor. On the whole, however, 
the book has a good deal of the Bemelmans' appeal, for children and grown-ups alike. 

And any child to whom the big-and-little, father-and-son idea has appeal, will love this 
record of the adventures of a big Kerry Blue and his small son. The derrick and the 
steam engine and the battleship (this was an unreal touch), and the circus elephant, 


seem to mark this as a small boy's book rather than a little girl's. Two color job. 
(5/7) $1.25 


Osgood, Hariett PAM PAM Oxford 


A nice-looking two-color book, inviting in size, shape and print, but en- 
tirely unimportant as to story and pictures. A four-year-old girl who is too fat to be. 
engaging and not particularly interesting in any other w8y has every-day adventures in 
a brief story which young children will listen to but not clamor to hear again. (4/4) 

$1.00 


Brice, Tony SO LONG Rand, McNally 


A small book with well-arranged pages and very brief text which should be 
particularly welcome at fifty cents. It's all about an inquisitive dachshund which gete 
caught amidships when he tries to find out what lies on the other side of a hole in the 

& fence. This is one of those bits of nonsense which children enjoy and adults do too. 
Tony Brice's pictures of So Long's surprised face at one side of the fence and his rear 
end at the other are really funny. (4/1) $.50 
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Peller, Lili & Mumford, Sophia OUR NEW BABY Vanguard 


* At Last! A really good book about that new baby brother or sister, by two 
authorities on child care. There have been several attempts before, but this is it. 
Keyed just right in its tone, not sentimental or over-selling the baby idea, it picks 
out just the things about a baby that will intrigue the three-to—five-year-old listener. 
Incidentally it does a good job on Mother, too, with a few hints, neatly placed, about 
how to handle baby's training and how to get older brother or sister to be helpful in- 
stead of resentful. I hope the pictures (by Dorothy Black) will bear out the spirit of 
the text. (Publ.) $1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING ~ Story Books 
Troy, Hugh FIVE GOLDEN WRENS Oxford 


I liked this story. Children will, too. It has all the trappings of a 
proper folk tale; complete with a good king, a wicked queen, and a lowly maiden who mar- 
ries the king and lives happily ever after. The introduction of a radio brings the folk 
tale up to date and adds an extra fillip. Both the humor and the story are much more 
childlike than this author's Chippendale Dam. The many drawings by the author have all 
the detail that delights young hearts and a lusty humor-besides. Large print and well- 
spaced lines for second and third grade reading. An attractive book at a dollar. (3/4) 

$1.00 


Milhous, Katherine CORPORAL KEEPERUPPER Seribner 


A little book with a big message. A little wooden soldier goes a long 
journey to join the army and comes back to his young owner with the good word that "Ne- 
body is too small to help with this war." The story is quite gay and moves along at a 
lively pace. Second and third graders will enjoy reading it for themselves, just for 
the story, and the "moral" doesn't get in the way at all. In fact it's pretty welcome, 
since good morale-building books about the war have been sadly lacking, especially for 
this age. The pictures by the author are pleasing and adequate. (Publ,) $1.00 


Tousey, Sanford LITTLE BEAR'S PINTO PONY Whitman 


Another of this author's typical “little boy" stories, this time with a dash 
of Indians and horses. A little Indian boy runs away from a Reservation in Kansas driven 
out by the cruelty of the Indian deputy. He takes refuge on a farm, where he is hidden 
by the farmer's son. The two boys exchange friendly lessons in cowboy roping and Indian 
riding. Despite all these makings for a thriller, nothing much happens and the story 
falls short of being exciting. Third graders will be attracted by its subject and its 
pictures and by its easy-to-read type and format. They will read it but feel a bit let 
down. (5/15) $1.00 


Jackson, Charlotte ROGER AND THE FISHES Dodd Mead 


This story is what the children call "slow in starting". Roger and his sis-— 
ter have mild adventures en route to their summer cabin on the lake. I doubt that young 
readers will like these children - Roger who, at nine, is still afraid to swim and his 
sister who is a nagging prig. Things get better, though, when Roger has a dream where- 
in he joins his two pet fishes on an underwater jaunt. This bit has an almost Alice-tn— 
Wonderland quality and it's a pity it lasts only a few chapters. The upshot of the 
dream is that Roger, when he wakes, bravely dives into the water and finds he can swim - 
a lesson in courage which parents will appreciate. Children will like the story well 
enough, but only those interested in fish, will go for it in a big way. Pictures by 
Kurt Wiese. (5/11) $2.00 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Pooks 
Gould, Dorothea VERY FIRST GARDEN Ox ford 
* In size and format, a companion volume to the author's Very First Aid. And 


also a successful how-to-do book, which simplifies without talking down. Here - in ABC 
terms, are the basic principles of gardening, expressed so graphically, so simply, that 
an eight or nine-year-old, with no mechanical reading difficulty, could read it and ap- 
ply the successive steps. And a seven-year-old could take it in fairly comprehensive- 

ly, if it were read and talked over with a sympathetic adult. There have been attempts, 
prettified and sentimentalized, for the most part, to start small children off with the 
beginnings of gardening. This is realistic, factual and to the point. Phe pictures by 

Elizabeth Ripley, have a decorative quality, with slight factual content. (Publ.) $.50 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - 9) 
Fisher, Agnes THE FAIRIES OF THE GLEN Nelson 


This is the story of how the fairies came to America. The story of a group 
of fairies who felt that the link with their own glen humans must not be broken, so 
that when the humans decided to migrate to the land of promise, there was no answer but 
one —- the fairies must go along with them. This has the earmarks of a beguiling bit 
of fantasy, but for me it missed fire. It lacked the spontaneity of folk lore, which 
would have made it the children's own; it seems oddly self-conscious. The Zhenya Gay 
illustrations are uneven. Probably the color will give the book a better chance as 
sheer merchandise; but as art, her line drawings are better. (Publ.) $1.50 


Adshead, Gladys CASCO Ox ford 


The content is younger thzn the style, hence its position under Read Aloud 
books. Another story about a baby seal which loses its mother, and is brought through 
the early months of loneliness by kindly humans. This one differs, however, from most 
of them in the introduction of a certain amount of factual material about undersea 
life, as curiosity takes Casco on investigations of his own. Seals are appealing crea- 


tures, and the illustrations by Else Bostelmann are enchanting. (4/15) $1.50 
FACT POOKS FOR TRE 9 - 12's 
Gaul, Albro T. PICTURE BOOK OF INSECTS Lothron, Lee & Shepard 


Most children are interested in insects and this is an unusually good book 
to catch and expand that interest. About twenty of the most familiar insects are de- 
scribed in lively, informative style with effective photographs. The author has sel- 
ected his material with due regard for young interests, picking out exactly those things 
which children want to know. The text is brief but pithy. Helpful for identification 
is the "natural size" sketch of each insect. Valuable, too, its the postscript of sug- 
gestions for making your own collection. While most suitable for 9 to 12's, the book 
could be read also to younger children, either to answer their questions or to stim- 
ulate their interest. (Publ.) $1.50 


Waugh, Dorothy WARM EARTH Ox ford 


The processes by which the earth gives life and growth to its plants and 
creatures are described in prose that is almost poetry. One gets a glowing sense of 
this miracle of life-giving soil and water and rock and change — amazing in so small a 
book. Excellent drawings effectively diagram the processes. It is unfortunate that 
the book looks more juvenile than its contents. Too brief for reference use, it is 
nevertheless a book for the serious young student of nature's more profound phenomena, 
(Publ. ) $1.00 
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FOR THE 12 - 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Lockwood, Myna INDIAN CHIEF Oxford 


A little more than just another Indian story. The tragedy for the Indians 
of the white man's westward movement stands out with painful reality in this life of a 
chief who lived in the early 1900's and strove to keep his braves at peace. Black 
Hawk, Tecumseh, and Keokuk, the hero, as well as George Rogers Clark, Julian Dubuque 
and George Davenport are among those who come to life for today's readers. The lat- 
ter part of the story is slowed up by stress on the hopeless condition of the Indians, 
Nevertheless this does give thoughtful readers an idea of the other side of our con- 
quest of the red man. (Not as widely readable as Knipe and Ida Claire Darby nor as 
classic as Coryell and Mabel Robinson). (Publ.) $2.00 


Summers, Richard Aldrich THE BATTLE OF THE SIERRAS Ox ford 


Adult books and movies have already made familiar the drama of driving that 
g0ld spike which linked our first transcontinental railroad. But boys and girls will 
still enfoy reading about the building of the western section of the line. Mark Hop- 
kins, Huntington, Stanford and Crocker, "The big four"; early use of Nobel's invention, 
nitroglycerin; the problems of Chinese and immigrant Irish labor; and the effect of the 
Civil War ~— all these become part of an engrossing story of a young Connecticut farm- 
er's adventures as a foreman who helped to achieve the "impossible" feat of laying 
tracks over the Sierra mountains. The illustrations are all in the last signature and 
end—papers ~— eight black and white drawings full of action. An interesting experiment, 
this. They make a good "come on" perhaps, but personally I believe young readers would 
prefer to have the pages broken by pictures scattered through the volume. (4/15) $2.00 


Gatti, Attilio ADVENTURE IN BLACK AND WHITE Scribner 


* A ripping good adventure yarn set in the African Congo which rings true 
from beginning to end. The experiences of a white toy in the dense jungle - his cap- 
ture by fierce pigmies and ‘his escape, are skillfully interwoven with a story of his 
young black companion. The latter helps unravel a plot against the American Base dur- 
ing the turmoil of a tropical hurricane. To the author's lively sense of humor and 
keen observation are added fine character development. One could not desire more ex- 
pert writing or a more breathtaking tale, well keyed to young people's interest in the 
embattled dark continent. (Late April or early May) $1.75 


FOR THE 12 - 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Lee, Maril SPICE & SCENT! Coward, McCann 
Herbs in Fact And Fancy 


An exquisite little volume for Spring, appropriately printed in green, 
jacketed and bound in yellow and delicately illustrated in five colors, this book is 

an unusual combination of information and story material. Text and fine color plates 
describe some dozen or so of the best knéwn herbs, their history, cultivation, culinary 
and commercial uses. For each there is also a legend, charmingly written. It is dif- 
ficult to know what juvenile audience this book will reach. It is a delightful gift 
book for the interested gardener not too young to have an intellectual interest in 
herbs nor too old to enjoy legends of their origin, This means that it is a very spe- 


¢ial book for the very special child, and will probably delight the giver most. (Publ.) 
| $1. 75 
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Perry, Josephine THE COTTON INDUSTRY = THE STEEL INDUSTRY Longmans, Green 
(Nos. 5 & 6 in America at York Series) 












Supplementary school texts, with a vast accumulation of facts and figures, 
which still fail to give a well-rounded picture of these two of America's greatest in- 
dustries with all of their problems of growing, mining and manufacture. The human as- 
pects of workers in fields or in mill towns are ignored and the vast accumulation of 

detailed processes from seed selection to the use of by-products, from iron-mining to 

blast furnaces, are not merged into an effective whole. Photographs of numerous ma- 

chines for ginning and spinning (in the cotton book) are drab and uninteresting. Dia- 
grams would have been more effective. (Photographs for the steel book not submitted). 
In the steel book I felt the need of a glossary for all the technical terms. In spite 
of their drawbacks I learned much in reading these books. Too bad they aren't better. 
(Late May) Each $1.75 
















Mims, Sam CHENNAULT OF THE FLYING TIGERS Macrae, Smith 









* Chennault is already a hero, to young and old alike, and this biography is 

a good introduction for boys (and air--minded, adventure-loving girls), who will later 
want to go on and read the 4dult biography. The selection of facts fron his mischiev- 
ous, adventurous boyhood, the broader sweep of the years when his career came close to 
going on the rocks, for some of the same reasons that Billy Mitchell was sacrificed, 

and the subsequent glorious comeback in the service of his beloved China - all woven 
into a thoroughly readable and interesting portrait of the man and the life he chose. 
One could wish for more intimate feel of Chennault as a human being, but all in all, the 
biographer has done an excellent job. To be illustrated by Edward Shenton. (5/10) $2.00 











Gronowicz, Antoni PADEREWSKI: Pianist and Patriot Nelson 
(Rendered in English by Jessie McEwen) 








Intimate details form the mosaic that pictures the life of a gifted musi- 
cian and a fine, generous man, written by a fellow Pole, with but slight betrayal of 
foreign inflections. This biography has a warm personal quality, a pleasant nostalgia 
for the land that is, or was Poland. We follow the young genius from early childhood - 
through years of learning and struggle to achievement and fame in many lands. We share 
with him sunny hours of personal happiness, bitter sorrow when he loses those near and 
dear to him, and his emotions about Poland’s struggle for freedom. There is much of 
music but not too much — and we meet the beau monde the world ‘round with a generous 
sprinkling of well known names and characters. The book will appeal to the music—lov- 
ing young reader primarily, but the story is told with a nice balance for general in- 
terest, despite the perfect hero on every page. Its format is not attractive. Drawings 
and photographic reproductions are few and undistinguished. At $2.50 it is an expensive 


















book, since it looks school-—bookish. Recommended for libraries. (Publ.) 7 $2.50 
Brindze, Ruth YOU CAN HELP YOUR COUNTRY WIN Vanguard 
* This is the book parents and teachers have been waiting for. In the same 


manner as this author's earlier book Johnny Get Your Money's Yorth, this one explains 
to young people two important aspects of our war economy: (1) The needs of the home 
front in terms of raw materials, transportation, food, effort and morale, and (2) What 
they can do about it - specifically: both the why and the how of salvage, of rationing, 
of doing without, of taking care of what they have. It isn't condescending either - 
& adults will learn a few things from it toc. I wish the arrangement of material had been 
more thoughtful - armaments and food are a bit scrambled together, making for some con 
fusion. But on the whole it does a good job and a much needed one. (4/23) $2.00 
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FIFPTSEN AND UP - Non-fiction 
Lingenfelter, Mary Rebecca WARTIME JOBS FOR GIRLS Harcourt Brace 


Here's a book specifically written for High School girls (and even young- 
er) which might well be put on adult vocational shelves. There is one remarkable fea- 
ture, neglected in most vocational books, and that is the amount of space, the empha- 
sis and the dignity given to domestic service, so called, plus its steps-up-the-ladder 
to nursing, restaurant work, etc. Cheers to author and editor, for doing this; it is 
a job that needed to be done. Otherwise, the content is fairly in the groove, though 
keyed to wartime openings: - land army, publie service, personal service, business and 
industry, war production and Uncle Sam's opportunities. An important addition to cur- 
rent reference shelves, in days when boys and girls of school age are asking where they 
can fit in. It is to be regretted that an index is lacking. A full Table of Contents 
partially makes up for the omission. (4/15) $1.75 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER POYS & GIRLS - Fiction 
"Taffrail" WHITE ENSIGNS Putnam 
Good panorama of the British Navy, by an authority who knows his ships and 
men. Primarily, these are stories of a merchant cruiser, the daily round, the high 
moment of adventure, the hardships and dangers, the morale of the men, seen in convoy, 
in North Sea patrol, in the evacuation of Dunkirk, in conflict. Good true story mater- 
jal, thinly fictionized. (Full report P. 130) (3/26) $2.50 


Non-fiction 


Williams, Ben Ames fd. AMATEURS AT WAR Houghton, Mifflin 


This collection of material from wars — the Indian Wars to the present war- 


‘shows fighting men doing their jobs in Army, Navy, Marines and Air Forces. Individual 


forays, victories and defeats, a series of stirring yarns written by leaders, men in 
the ranks, correspondents. The perfect way to show that "supplementary source reading" 
can be exciting. Grand masculine book and a fine editing job. (Full report P. 135) 
(FAH $3.00 
S/2o 
Hilton, James THE STORY OF DR. WASSELL Little, Brown 


Factual content, once again, presented in fictional form. Dr. Wassell is 
one of the quiet heroes of this war; he was decorated for evacuating his wounded from 
a Java hill hospital, under incredibly difficult circumstances. This is his story, 
written with the humanity and the tenderness that is characteristic of Hilton. It is 
a fine tale of undramatized heroism; there was 2a job to do and he did it. It makes a 
moving story; adds another panel to the war picture. (Full report P, 133) (4/22) $1.50 





Herman, Fred DYNAMITE CARGO Vanguard 


Another biography of a merchant ship in convoy to Russia - recalling the 
recent and excellent There Go The Shits. This one is distinguished by tension build- 
ing up to a grand fourday battle picture, ending with a sens@tional rescue, unique in 
my reading. A first rate yarn, of action and people, of the lure of adventure and dan- 
ger and high pay, of human cussedness redeeming itself under stress, of the balance of 
results against costs, the growing respect for the British and hatred of the enemy, and 
the knowledge of a job to be done. (Full report P. 140) (Publ.) $200 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR MAY 
PIGTIYoOn 


HISTORICAL, REGIONAL AND PERIOD 


(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 


WINTER'S TALES (Random House) RO! Juuz $2,50 
MR. LINCOLN'S WIFE (Farrar & Rinehart) $2.50 


DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT (Duell Sloan) 
WAR FICTION 


THE DEAD LOOK ON (Reynal & Hitchcock) 


AND A FEW MARINES (Scribner) 

THE SHIP (Little, Brown) 

THERE'S SOMETHING IN THE AIR (Knopf) 
THE. ENEMY SEA (Little, Brown) 


CONTEMPORARY FICTION 


MY DARLING FROM THE LIONS (Little Brown$#2.50 
STRANGER ON THE HIGHWAY (Little Brown) $2.50 


Hawkins, John & Ward (S) 


Eberhart, Mignon 


(S) 


Stern, Philip V.D.-Ed.(S) 


Gardner, Erle S. 
Kent, W.H.Be 
Grafton, C.W,. 


Kernan, W.F. 
Wason, Betty 
Anonymous 

Morin, Relman 
Voyetkhov, Boris 


Cassidy, Henry C. 
Lory, Hillis 


Wolfe, Thomas 


Lerner, Max- Ed. 


Stone, Irving 


Wright, Richardson 


& May 92 Wilder, Beebe 


(S) 
(S) 
(S) 


NON 
THE WSR - 


(S) 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN (Harper) 
KATE FENNIGATE (Doubleday, Doran) 
PILEBUCK (Dutton) 


THRIELERS 


THE MAN NEXT DOOR (Random House) 
THE MOONLIGHT TRAVELER (Doubleday) 


THE CASE OF THE BURIED CLOCK (Morrow) 


RANGE RIDER (Macmillan) Western 


$2.50 


$2.00 
$3.00 
$2.50 
$2.00 
$2.50 


$2.75 
$2.50 
$2.50 


$2.00 
$3.00 
$2.00 
$2.00 


THE RAT BEGAN TO GNAW THE ROPE (F & R) $2.00 


« Ft 2.40 8 


BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 


WE CAN WIN THIS WAR (Little Brown) 


$1.50 


LAST MAN OFF WAKE ISLAND (Bobbs Merril D$2.75 


MIRACLE ON HELLAS (Macmillan) 
COMBINED OPERATIONS (Macmillan) 
CIRCUIT OF CONQUEST (Knopf) 

THE LAST DAYS OF SEVASTOPOL (Knopf) 
MOSCOW DATELINE (Houghton Mifflin) 
JAPAN'S MILITARY MASTERS (Viking) 


BIOGRAPHY 


THOMAS WOLFE'S LETTERS TO HIS MOTHER 
(Scribner) 

THE MIND AND FAITH OF JUSTICE HOLMES 
(Little Brown) 

THEY ALSO RAN (Doubleday, Doran) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


THE BED+BOOK OF EATING AND DRINKING 
(Lippincott) 


$2.75 


$2.00 


$3.00 
$2.50 
$3.00 
$2.75 


$3.00 


$4.00 
$3.50 


$2, 50 


BOUNTY OF THE WAYSIDE (Doubleday, Doran) 
$2.50 
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